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is farther complicated by the presence of about three million
Germans, the descendants of certain Teutonic immigrants who
during the Middle Ages had moved to Bohemia to help in the
development of the mineral riches of the Erzgebirgc and the
Bohmcrwald.
Finally in 1526 Bohemia had gone the way of all central
European * real estate/ and had been acquired by the house of
Habsburg. For the next 388 years Bohemia was an Austrian
colony* It had not been treated badly. German schools and
German universities and German thoroughness of method had
made the Czechs almost the only people of purely Slavic origin
who had known how to work at a job with some steadiness of
purpose. But no subject race has ever liked its masters because they
treated them rather kindly and occasionally sent them a present
for Christmas. And since revenge seems to be a perfectly natural
instinct, it need not surprise us that the Czechs, once they had
gained their freedom, tried to turn the tables on their former rulers.
Czech was made the official language of the country and German
became merely one of the tolerated dialects, like die Hungarian
of Slovakia, and the new generation of Czech children was bred
on a literary diet of stricdy Czech origin. Which was no doubt
magnificent from a patriotic point of view. But whereas formerly
every Bohemian infant with his knowledge of German had been
able to make himself understood to at least a hundred million
people, he now finds himself restricted to the few million who
speak Czech, and the moment he pokes his head outside his own
country he is lost, for who is going to take the trouble to learn a
language which has no commercial value and no literature? The
Czech Government, being composed of men high above the
average of central European statesmanship, may gradually en-
courage a return to the old bilingual method. But they will have
a hard time defending such a project against the professors of
language who hate the idea of a universal tongue as a political
demagogue loathes the prospect of a union of all parties.
Bohemia was not only one of the rich agricultural parts of tic
old Habsburg monarchy but was also a highly industrial province
with its iron and coal and its world-renowned ability in the